
Roundtable between United Nations Special Rapporteurs, civil society organizations
and local governments
Connecting across Habitat Rights and the Right to the City

Overall objectives
● Create a space of encounter and introduction between SRs, civil society networks and local and regional

governments (LRGs)
● Identify channels of cooperation and collaboration between Special Rapporteurs, civil society organizations

and local governments on issues and themes that cut across different mandates under the framework of
Habitat Rights and the Right to the City

● Contribute to reinforcing horizontal collaboration between mandates
● Strengthen and support the work of different mandate holders
● Make the interconnection of habitat-related human rights more visible in the agenda and work of different

mandates

Specific objectives
● Share the key priorities on the agendas of each SR
● Find common points in the priority agenda(s) of SRs, UCLG, HIC and GPR2C
● Identify existing and potential mechanisms for civil society, LRG and SRs to work together

Format

● First Roundtable: Friday, December 4th, 15h-17h CET
○ Mr. Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, UN Special Rapporteur on human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation;
○ Mr. Felipe González Morales, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of migrants;
○ Mr. Victor Madrigal-Borloz, UN independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on

sexual orientation and gender identity;
○ Mr. Balakrishnan Rajagopal, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to adequate housing;

● Second Roundtable: Wednesday, February 3rd, 2021, 15h-17h CET (check your local time here)
○ Mr. David Boyd, Human Rights and the Environment
○ Mr. Michael Fakhri, Right to food
○ Mr. Olivier de Schutter, Extreme poverty and Human Rights
○ Ms. Dubravka Šimonović, Violence against Women its causes and consequences

Participants
● HIC, GPR2C and UCLG membership

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/PedroArrojoAgudo.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Migration/SRMigrants/Pages/FelipeGonzalezMorales.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/SexualOrientationGender/Pages/VictorMadrigalBorloz.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Housing/Pages/BalakrishnanRajagopal.aspx
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/fixedtime.html?msg=2nd+roundtable+between+SRs%2C+civil+society+orgs.+and+local+govs.&iso=20210203T15&p1=31&ah=2
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/Pages/DavidBoyd.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Food/Pages/Michael_Fakhri.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/OlivierDeSchutter.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/women/srwomen/pages/dubravkasimonovic.aspx


Agenda for Second Roundtable
(Wednesday February 3rd, 2021, 15-17h CET, check your local time here)

5 min Opening remarks,

55min First round of discussion,
i) "What are the top priorities of your mandate and which actors are you already collaborating
with to realise these (including other SR mandates, LRGs, Civil Society) ? ”: Reply by SRs (5
minutes intervention by each mandate holder, 20 minutes in total)
ii) Comments by representatives of civil society and local governments on key themes and
transversal trends (5 minutes each, approx 15 minutes in total)
● UCLG (LRG)
● HIC and GPR2C (Civil Society)
iii) Questions and comments by participants (20 minutes)

55min Second round of discussion,
i) "How can we foster systematic collaboration with civil society and local governments, using
different existing and potentially new mechanisms?”: Reply by SRs (5 minutes intervention by
each mandate holder, 20 minutes in total)
ii) Comments by organisational representatives (5 minutes each, approx 10 minutes in total)
● HIC and GPR2C (Civil Society)
● UCLG (LRG)
iiii) Reactions and comments from participants exploring potential mechanisms for
collaboration (25 minutes)

5 min Closing remarks: steps forward

Technical aspects
a) Translation will be available in English, Spanish, French and Arabic

b) Zoom link

Join Zoom Meeting*
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84930077698?pwd=Mmt1OHNhcjBqT3haMXRPbzR5R1JNQT09
Meeting ID: 849 3007 7698
Passcode: 480499

* For security reasons, please refrain from publicly sharing the zoom link, especially on social media.

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/fixedtime.html?msg=2nd+roundtable+between+SRs%2C+civil+society+orgs.+and+local+govs.&iso=20210203T15&p1=31&ah=2
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84930077698?pwd=Mmt1OHNhcjBqT3haMXRPbzR5R1JNQT09


Annex 1. Glossary of terms and organizations
Habitat Rights: the human rights and corresponding state obligations related to human habitat such as adequate
housing, water, sanitation, etc. that are proved in universal/international instruments. Habitat Rights is therefore the
most general and, thus, inclusive operative term that embraces the gamut of human rights in any kind of human
settlement, social context or living space. Its components include the interaction among the natural environment,
vital resources such as land, water and food for human livelihood, as well as the built environment at any scale. The
quintessential values of the human rights habitat concept are at once biological and social, material and ethical.
The protection and preservation of environmental values and measures to sustain social justice are core
operational principles to a human rights habitat, whether in a forest dwelling, a pastoral setting, an informal
settlement, or across a megacity.

Right to the City: the right of all inhabitants, present and future, permanent and temporary, to inhabit, use, occupy,
produce, govern and enjoy just, inclusive, safe and sustainable cities, villages and human settlements, defined as
commons essential to a full and decent life. The Right to the City is a collective right that highlights the
interdependence of all internationally recognized civil, political, economic, social, cultural and environmental
rights, as regulated in international human rights treaties, approaching them from a territorial dimension, and a
focus on adequate life standards and local democracy. Right to the City guide:
https://www.right2city.org/document/the-right-to-the-city-building-another-possible-world-guidelines-for-its-underst
anding-and-operationalization

The Global Platform for the Right to the City
An open, flexible, diverse network of civil society and local government organizations committed to political action
and social change through the promotion, defense and fulfillment of the Right to the City at all levels, paying
special attention to people and communities affected by exclusion and marginalization. More information:
https://www.right2city.org/

Habitat International Coalition
The global network that fights for the recognition, defence and full implementation of the right of everyone to a

secure place in which to live in peace and dignity in urban and rural areas. More information:

https://www.hic-net.org/

United Cities and Local Governments
A global network of cities and local, regional, and metropolitan governments and their associations, is committed
to representing, defending, and amplifying the voices of local and regional governments to leave no-one and no
place behind. Together we are the sentinels of the hopes, dreams, and aspirations held by individuals in
communities around the world -- searching for a life in which the ideals of the SDGs are a lived reality. More
information: https://www.uclg.org/

https://www.right2city.org/document/the-right-to-the-city-building-another-possible-world-guidelines-for-its-understanding-and-operationalization/
https://www.right2city.org/document/the-right-to-the-city-building-another-possible-world-guidelines-for-its-understanding-and-operationalization/
https://www.right2city.org/
https://www.hic-net.org/
https://www.uclg.org/

